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SHCC LISTSERV #32 
 

The SHCC LISTSERV provides updates on important, time-sensitive information about the administration of your Section 8 HAP Contract and other items of interest released by HUD.


Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2008 1:12 PM
To: UpdateSHCC
Subject: SHCC ListServ #32 - Implementation of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)

Guidance on Implementation of the Violence Against Women Act

(VAWA)
On September 30, 2008, HUD issued Notice H 08-07 regarding the requirements and implementation of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) passed in 2005.  VAWA provides legal protections to victims of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking.  These protections prohibit Owner/Agents from rejecting applicants, evicting, or terminating assistance from individuals being assisted under a project based Section 8 program if the asserted grounds for such action is an instance of domestic violence, dating violence or stalking.  

With the release of this Notice, HUD released two new forms for use in the implementation of VAWA:

1)      Form HUD-91066, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence or Stalking.  Residents must be provided the option to complete this form when an Owner/Agent is trying to determine whether the protections afforded under the VAWA are applicable. 

2)      Form HUD-91067, Lease Addendum – Violence Against Women and Justice Department Reauthorization Act of 2005.  This addendum revises the lease to reflect the statutory requirements of the VAWA that are related to the project-based Section 8 assistance programs.  

· Properties must include this VAWA Lease Addendum with the Model Lease.  The addendum should be implemented immediately for all new move-ins, and no later than annual recertification for current residents.

· Additionally, for existing residents the property must:

· Notify residents of the modification to the Model Lease at least 60 days prior to the end of their current lease term.

· This notification must include all requirements discussed in HUD Handbook 4350.3 REV-1, Change 2, Paragraph 6-12(D). 

The Notice also encourages Owners/Agents to update their Tenant Selection Plans and/or House Rules, as applicable, to incorporate the VAWA policies and protections.

The full HUD Notice H 08-07, along with the HUD Forms noted above, are posted on HUDCLIPS at: http://www.hud.gov/offices/adm/hudclips/notices/hsg/files/08-07HSGN.doc.  


